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RESEARCH REPORT 
RESEARCH 1. STATE OF GIFTED EDUCATION IN PARTICIPATING 
COUNTRIES 

Introduction 

Gifted education plays a crucial role in nurturing the potential of students with exceptional 
abilities. Understanding and addressing the unique needs of gifted learners varies 
significantly across different countries. This report provides an overview of the state of 
gifted education in Cyprus, Italy, Spain, and the Netherlands, highlighting national 
policies, identification methods, curriculum adaptations, and the challenges each country 
faces. By examining these diverse educational landscapes, we can identify best 
practices and areas for improvement, ultimately aiming to create more effective 
educational environments for gifted students. 

 

Gifted Education in Cyprus 

National Policies 

Cyprus has established policies aimed at identifying and supporting gifted students, 
although implementation may vary across schools. The Ministry of Education and Culture 
promotes inclusive education through its general education policies, which emphasize 
the identification of students with special educational needs, including giftedness. 
Schools are encouraged to develop individualized education plans (IEPs) for gifted 
students, enabling them to access tailored educational opportunities. However, the lack 
of a unified national strategy sometimes results in disparities in support and resources 
available for gifted education. 

Education System 

The Cypriot education system comprises various levels, including preschool, primary, 
secondary, and higher education. Students are initially placed in mixed-ability 
classrooms, and their progress is monitored to identify those who may require additional 
support. The secondary education system includes different tracks, with students being 
directed to vocational or academic paths based on their performance. 

Identification Methods 

Identification of gifted students in Cyprus often involves a combination of assessments, 
including standardized tests, teacher recommendations, and observations of student 
performance. Teachers play a crucial role in recognizing potential, and their input is 
essential for identifying students who may benefit from advanced educational programs. 
However, there is a call for more systematic and standardized identification processes 
to ensure that gifted students are accurately recognized and supported. 

Specialized Curricula 

Some schools in Cyprus have implemented specialized curricula and programs for gifted 
students. These may include enrichment classes, accelerated learning options, and 
opportunities for independent study. While such programs exist, they are not universally 
available, and many gifted students still experience a lack of appropriate challenges in 
mainstream classrooms. 
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Technological Tools and Platforms 

Technological tools and platforms are increasingly utilized to support gifted education in 
Cyprus. Educational software and online resources provide opportunities for 
personalized learning, enabling gifted students to explore subjects at their own pace. 
However, access to these resources can be inconsistent across different schools and 
regions. 

Teacher Training 

Teacher training in Cyprus has been identified as an area needing improvement. While 
some professional development programs address gifted education, many educators 
lack specialized training in recognizing and supporting gifted students. Increased focus 
on teacher training can enhance the educational experience for gifted learners and 
ensure they receive the appropriate level of support. 

Specialized Educational Agents 

Educational psychologists and counselors play essential roles in supporting gifted 
students in Cyprus. They assist in the identification process, provide counseling services, 
and help develop strategies to address the emotional and social challenges faced by 
gifted learners. However, the availability of specialized support can vary, leading to 
inconsistencies in how gifted students are supported. 

Evaluation of Educational Centers 

The effectiveness of educational centers in supporting gifted students is evaluated 
through various mechanisms, including school inspections and assessments of student 
performance. However, the focus on gifted education is not always a priority, and more 
specific evaluations related to gifted programs could enhance the overall quality of 
support available to these students. 

Challenges in Gifted Education 

Despite efforts to promote gifted education, several challenges persist in Cyprus. Limited 
specialized programs and resources, insufficient teacher training, and inconsistent 
identification processes hinder the effective education of gifted students. Additionally, a 
lack of formal policies and standardized curricula specifically for gifted learners 
contributes to disparities in educational experiences. 

 

Gifted Education in Spain 

National Policies 

Spain has implemented national and regional policies to support the education of gifted 
students. The Spanish education system recognizes the need for differentiated 
instruction and support for students with high abilities. Various programs are in place to 
enhance the identification, development, and care of gifted students, although the 
effectiveness and implementation of these policies can vary between autonomous 
communities. 

Education System 

The Spanish education system consists of several stages, including early childhood 
education, primary education, and secondary education. Schools are required to provide 
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educational support to students with special needs, including those identified as gifted. 
The framework encourages inclusive practices, allowing for curricular adaptations and 
differentiated instruction. 

Identification Methods 

Identification of gifted students in Spain is typically carried out through a combination of 
methods, including psychopedagogical evaluations, teacher observations, and input 
from parents. Schools often employ standardized tests, assessments, and criteria based 
on academic performance to determine students' eligibility for gifted programs. However, 
challenges in early detection and inconsistent criteria for identification may lead to under-
identification of gifted learners. 

Specialized Curricula 

Many schools in Spain offer specialized programs for gifted students. These may include 
enrichment activities, acceleration options, and individualized educational plans. 
Specialized classes and mentorship opportunities are also available in some regions. 
While these programs aim to provide a challenging and stimulating environment for gifted 
students, access can be uneven across different areas. 

Technological Tools and Platforms 

Spain has adopted various technological tools and platforms to support gifted education. 
Online enrichment projects, personalized learning platforms (such as Smartick and 
Moodle), and ICT-based educational enrichment programs (like Code.org and Khan 
Academy) provide gifted students with additional resources and learning opportunities. 
However, the availability and use of these tools can vary between schools. 

Teacher Training 

Training for teachers in gifted education is crucial for supporting high-ability learners 
effectively. In Spain, national and regional programs exist to enhance teacher training in 
identifying and developing gifted students. These programs aim to improve teachers' 
skills and knowledge through postgraduate courses, workshops, and collaborations with 
specialized associations. However, there is a continued need for more comprehensive 
training to address the specific needs of gifted students. 

Specialized Educational Agents 

In Spain, specialized educational agents play a vital role in supporting gifted students. 
Educational counselors, psychologists, and pedagogues work collaboratively to assess, 
identify, and support gifted learners. Their responsibilities include providing guidance, 
preparing individualized plans, and ensuring that the emotional and social needs of gifted 
students are addressed. 

Evaluation of Educational Centers 

Evaluation of educational centers for their effectiveness in supporting gifted students is 
conducted through various mechanisms, including educational inspections and internal 
evaluations. However, the assessment of specific measures for gifted students may not 
always be integrated into standard evaluation systems. There is a need for more 
systematic and targeted evaluation strategies to ensure quality educational care for 
gifted learners. 
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Challenges in Gifted Education 

Despite advancements in gifted education, Spain faces several challenges. These 
include inadequate identification processes, insufficient teacher training, limited 
resources, and emotional and social challenges faced by gifted students. Additionally, 
territorial inequalities and a lack of uniform regulations can hinder access to appropriate 
educational opportunities for gifted learners. 

 

Gifted Education in the Netherlands 

National Policies 

In the Netherlands, there are no specific nationwide policies dedicated solely to gifted 
students. However, the Passend Onderwijs (Appropriate Education Act) ensures that all 
students, including gifted individuals, have access to the support they need. Schools are 
responsible for developing programs that cater to gifted students, and while the 
government provides funding, the implementation of these programs can vary 
significantly. 

Education System 

The Dutch education system is comprehensive and tiered, with different tracks designed 
based on students' abilities and future aspirations. Primary education caters to children 
ages 4–12, followed by secondary education, which includes three main tracks: VMBO 
(preparatory vocational education), HAVO (senior general secondary education), and 
VWO (pre-university education). Specialized programs for gifted students are also 
available within this framework. 

Identification Methods 

Identification methods for gifted students in the Netherlands vary across schools. 
Common approaches include objectified screening tools, teacher observations, parental 
input, psychological assessments, and academic performance evaluations. Schools 
often use a combination of these methods to identify gifted students effectively. 

Standardized Tests 

While there is no mandatory standardized test nationwide, many schools utilize IQ tests, 
such as the WISC-V(Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children) or KIQT+ (designed for 
potentially gifted children), as part of their identification process. These assessments are 
typically administered by school psychologists or external experts. 

Specialized Curricula 

Some Dutch schools offer specialized curricula for gifted students. These include 
enrichment programs that provide advanced learning activities, acceleration options, and 
customized educational plans that allow for deeper exploration of subjects. Additionally, 
some secondary schools feature Plusklassen (Plus Classes) or Leonardo Schools, 
which focus specifically on the education of gifted learners. 

Technological Tools 

Several technological tools and platforms are utilized to support gifted education in the 
Netherlands. Platforms such as Snappet and Muiswerk offer personalized online 
learning tailored to each student’s ability, enabling gifted learners to work at an 
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accelerated pace. Other resources, like Rekentuin and Taalzee, provide challenges in 
math and language, while mind-mapping software promotes creative and critical 
thinking. 

Teacher Training 

While teacher training specific to gifted education is still developing, options for 
professional development are available. Teachers can pursue postgraduate courses 
focusing on gifted learners, attend masterclasses, and participate in workshops. Some 
schools collaborate with organizations that provide additional training and support for 
educators in this field. 

Specialized Educational Agents 

Various specialists support gifted students in the Netherlands. School psychologists 
conduct assessments and provide guidance, while counselors focus on personal 
development and social skills. Educational coaches and enrichment program 
coordinators also play vital roles in developing and managing programs for gifted 
learners. 

Evaluation of Educational Centers 

There is no unified national evaluation framework specific to gifted education in the 
Netherlands. However, schools undergo regular inspections by the Dutch Inspectorate 
of Education, which assesses their ability to meet the needs of all students, including 
gifted individuals. Individual school boards and parents monitor the quality of education 
for gifted students, leading to potential adjustments based on feedback. 

Challenges in Gifted Education 

Gifted education in the Netherlands faces several challenges, including uneven access 
to specialized programs, inconsistent teacher training, social and emotional development 
issues, and the lack of a standardized national approach. While the country has 
established various methods and initiatives to support gifted learners, disparities in 
implementation and access remain significant obstacles. 

 

Gifted Education in Italy 

National Policies 

Italy has implemented national guidelines aimed at identifying and supporting gifted 
students within its education system. The Ministry of Education has introduced policies 
that encourage schools to develop programs catering to gifted learners, although the 
implementation of these policies can vary widely across regions. 

Education System Structure 

The Italian education system is divided into several stages, including: 

● Preschool Education (3-6 years) 

● Primary Education (6-11 years) 

● Lower Secondary Education (11-14 years) 

● Upper Secondary Education (14-19 years) 



Your Breakthrough: Smart solutions for Smart minds  2023-1-ES01-KA220-SCH-000153753 

● Higher Education (university and vocational training) 

Each stage offers opportunities for differentiated instruction and enrichment for gifted 
students. 

Identification Methods 

Identification of gifted students in Italy primarily relies on a combination of teacher 
assessments, academic performance, and psychological evaluations. Schools utilize 
observational methods and standardized tests to evaluate students’ abilities and to 
identify those who may require specialized support. 

Curriculum Adaptations 

In Italy, schools often adapt the curriculum to meet the needs of gifted learners. This may 
involve providing enrichment activities, accelerated learning options, and individualized 
educational plans that focus on the specific strengths and interests of gifted students. 

Technological Support 

Various technological platforms and tools are utilized to enhance the educational 
experience for gifted students in Italy. Online resources and interactive learning 
environments enable students to pursue their interests and develop their skills at an 
advanced pace. 

Teacher Training Programs 

Italy offers professional development opportunities for teachers to enhance their skills in 
identifying and supporting gifted students. Training programs may focus on best 
practices in differentiated instruction and curriculum adaptation. 

Educational Support Services 

Educational professionals, including psychologists and counselors, support gifted 
students by providing assessments, guidance, and emotional support. These specialists 
collaborate with teachers to create tailored interventions that address the academic and 
social needs of gifted learners. 

Challenges 

Despite advancements in gifted education, Italy faces challenges such as regional 
disparities in program availability, inconsistent training for educators, and a lack of 
uniformity in identification processes. Continued efforts are necessary to strengthen 
support for gifted students across the country. 

 

Conclusion 

The state of gifted education across Cyprus, Italy, Spain, and the Netherlands reveals a 
complex landscape of policies, practices, and challenges. While each country has made 
efforts to support gifted learners, significant disparities in implementation, identification, 
and resource availability persist. 

Common challenges include the need for improved teacher training, more systematic 
identification processes, and equitable access to specialized programs. As educational 
systems evolve, it is crucial to prioritize the development of gifted education policies that 
promote inclusivity and ensure that all students have the opportunity to reach their full 
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potential. Collaborative efforts among governments, educators, and communities will be 
essential in advancing the educational experiences of gifted students in Europe. 

 

RESEARCH 2. STATE OF KNOWLEDGE ON GIFTEDNESS 

Introduction 

Gifted education is a multifaceted area of research that aims to understand how to 
identify, nurture, and support high-ability learners. Over the years, there has been an 
increasing focus on refining identification methods, enhancing teacher preparedness, 
and ensuring that the socio-emotional needs of gifted students are met alongside their 
academic requirements. This report draws insights from 33 academic articles, projects, 
and publications, exploring a wide spectrum of topics such as identification 
methodologies, psychological well-being, teacher training, and inclusion in gifted 
education. By examining these 33 studies, we aim to build a comprehensive 
understanding of the current landscape of gifted education, identify gaps, and propose 
practical steps forward for the YBT project and broader educational contexts. 

 

Article Summaries 

1. Estrella Fernández, Trinidad García, & Olga Arias (Spain) - "Identifying Gifted 
Children: Congruence Among Identification Methods" 

This study analyzes the congruence between various methods used to identify gifted 
children, focusing on intellectual ability tests and teacher recommendations. The key 
findings suggest that the identification process often yields differing results depending 
on the method used. The authors argue for the importance of using a mixed-method 
approach to achieve a comprehensive understanding of a child's capabilities. A notable 
gap is the insufficient explanation for the variation in results across different identification 
methods. A critical takeaway is the need for ongoing training for educators to better 
understand and identify gifted students. 

Reference: Fernández, E., García, T., & Arias, O. (n.d.). 

 
2. M. Dolores Calero et al. (Netherlands) - "Learning Potential in High IQ Children: 

The Concept of Dynamic Testing" 

This article explores the concept of dynamic testing as an innovative method for 
assessing the learning potential of gifted students. The research indicates that dynamic 
assessment, which focuses on a student's ability to learn rather than their static level of 
knowledge, can be a more effective tool in understanding the unique potential of high-IQ 
learners. The authors highlight the need for further research on how dynamic testing 
could be integrated into mainstream educational systems. A significant gap in this 
research is the limited application to diverse student populations. 

Reference: Calero, M. D., García-Martín, M. B., & Belen, M. (n.d.). 
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3. Anke Heyder, Sebastian Bergold & Ricarda Steinmayr (Germany) - "Teachers' 
Knowledge About Intellectual Giftedness" 

Heyder and colleagues focus on the understanding that teachers possess about 
intellectual giftedness and the extent to which this knowledge informs their teaching 
practices. The study finds considerable variability in teachers' knowledge, which can 
significantly impact how effectively they identify and nurture gifted students. The authors 
stress that more targeted teacher education is crucial to bridging the gap. The research 
acknowledges a limitation in sample size, which affects the generalizability of the 
findings. 

Reference: Heyder, A., Bergold, S., & Steinmayr, R. (n.d.). 

4. Stephen T. Schroth & Jason A. Helfer (USA) - "Practitioners' Conceptions of 
Academic Talent" 

This study delves into how practitioners perceive academic talent and how these 
conceptions influence their practices. Findings show a wide range of perspectives on 
what constitutes academic talent, with substantial implications for identifying and 
supporting gifted students in various educational contexts. A downside highlighted by 
the authors is that without a unified understanding of giftedness, educational practices 
may remain inconsistent. The authors recommend additional research to align 
conceptions of giftedness with effective educational strategies. 

Reference: Schroth, S. T., & Helfer, J. A. (n.d.). 

5. Evelyn H. Kroesbergen et al. (Netherlands) - "The Psychological Well-Being of 
Early Identified Gifted Children" 

Kroesbergen and her colleagues investigate the psychological well-being of early-
identified gifted children. While many gifted students thrive academically, some face 
significant socio-emotional challenges, such as heightened anxiety or social isolation. 
The study emphasizes the importance of addressing emotional well-being as part of 
gifted education. However, the authors note that longitudinal research is needed to 
understand the long-term impact of early identification on psychological well-being. 

Reference: Kroesbergen, E. H., Van Hooijdonk, M., & [Other Authors]. (n.d.). 

6. EGIFT Project (Europe) - "European Gifted Education Teachers Training" 

The EGIFT project aims to enhance educational opportunities for gifted students by 
focusing on teacher training across Europe. The project provides multilingual training 
materials and focuses on primary and post-primary educators. A key gap identified is the 
lack of user feedback to improve the training modules. 

Reference: EGIFT Project. (n.d.). [Link: https://www.egift-project.eu/]. 

7. Gate to Gifted Project (Europe) - "Teacher Training for Gifted Education" 

This project trains teachers of gifted students through multilingual material, aiming to 
bridge the gaps in teacher preparedness in Europe. The project highlights the importance 
of training and providing resources in multiple languages to cater to diverse educational 
environments. However, it lacks specific data on the number of teachers trained and their 
experiences. 

Reference: Gate to Gifted Project. (n.d.). [Link: https://www.gatetogifted.eu/]. 
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8. Cristian Buică-Belciu & Doru-Vlad Popovici (Romania) - "Being Twice 
Exceptional: Gifted Students with Disabilities" 

This article explores the unique challenges faced by twice-exceptional students—those 
who are both gifted and have learning disabilities. The study discusses the importance 
of using a variety of assessment tools to accurately identify these students, who are often 
overlooked. A gap highlighted is the need for more empirical studies involving diverse 
samples to improve generalizability. 

Reference: Buică-Belciu, C., & Popovici, D. (n.d.). 

9. Enrico Toffalini, Lina Pezzuti, & Cesare Cornoldi (Italy) - "Einstein and Dyslexia: 
Is Giftedness More Frequent Among Children with Dyslexia?" 

This study investigates the link between dyslexia and giftedness, analyzing whether 
intellectual giftedness is more common among children with dyslexia. Findings suggest 
that Full-Scale IQ (FSIQ) is traditionally used to assess giftedness, but alternative metrics 
may be needed for a more nuanced understanding. A gap identified by the authors is the 
need for additional research to explore cognitive profiles beyond traditional IQ measures. 

Reference: Toffalini, E., Pezzuti, L., & Cornoldi, C. (n.d.). 

10. Bart Vogelaar, Merel Bakker, Julian G. Elliott & Others (Netherlands) - "Dynamic 
Testing and Test Anxiety Amongst Gifted Students" 

This study assesses the impact of dynamic testing on gifted students, particularly 
focusing on how test anxiety influences their performance. The findings indicate that 
dynamic testing, which adapts based on student responses, can reduce anxiety and 
provide a more accurate measure of a student's capabilities. The authors identify a gap 
regarding the long-term effects of dynamic testing on gifted learners' overall 
development. 

Reference: Vogelaar, B., Bakker, M., Elliott, J. G., & Others. (n.d.). 

11. Kate E. Snyder, Jenessa L. Martin, & Amy L. Dent (USA) - "The Message Matters: 
The Role of Implicit Beliefs About Giftedness" 

This study explores how teachers' implicit beliefs about giftedness can shape their 
teaching practices and interactions with gifted students. Findings suggest that teachers 
who view giftedness as a fixed trait may be less supportive of students who face 
challenges. The authors recommend more professional development programs to help 
educators adopt a growth mindset. One identified gap is the need for further research on 
how self-handicapping affects gifted students' outcomes. 

Reference: Snyder, K. E., Martin, J. L., & Dent, A. L. (n.d.). 

12. Lütfü Çakır (Turkey) - "The Relationship Between Underachievement of Gifted 
Students and External Factors" 

This study investigates the external factors, such as family environment and school 
culture, that may contribute to underachievement among gifted students. The research 
suggests that factors like lack of family support and insufficient challenges in school can 
lead to disengagement. The study emphasizes the importance of understanding these 
external influences. However, it lacks a detailed analysis of how different cultural 
contexts affect gifted underachievement. 

Reference: Çakır, L. (n.d.). 
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13. Helen Patrick, Nancy J. Bangel, & Kyung-Nam Jeon (USA) - "Reconsidering the 
Issue of Cooperative Learning for Gifted Students" 

This article explores the debate surrounding cooperative learning and its effectiveness 
for gifted students. Findings indicate that while cooperative learning can be beneficial, it 
may also lead to frustration if group members' abilities vary greatly. The authors suggest 
developing strategies that consider individual abilities within group settings. The article 
would benefit from more comprehensive data on long-term group dynamics among gifted 
learners. 

Reference: Patrick, H., Bangel, N. J., & Jeon, K.-N. (n.d.). 

14. Eva Reid & Božena Horváthová (Slovakia) - "Teacher Training Programs for 
Gifted Education in Slovakia" 

This article analyzes existing teacher training programs focused on gifted education. The 
authors conclude that current programs are insufficient in preparing educators to meet 
the diverse needs of gifted learners. They call for more structured and intensive training 
programs, with a specific emphasis on practical classroom applications. However, the 
study lacks detailed participant feedback, which would enhance the evaluation of the 
training's effectiveness. 

Reference: Reid, E., & Horváthová, B. (n.d.). 

15. Carly Lassig (Australia) - "Teachers' Attitudes Towards the Gifted: The Impact 
of School Culture" 

Lassig examines how school culture influences teachers' attitudes toward gifted 
students. Findings reveal that supportive school environments foster positive attitudes 
and lead to better outcomes for gifted learners. Conversely, schools with inadequate 
resources often leave teachers feeling ill-equipped. The authors suggest targeted 
interventions to change school culture. A key gap is the need for more comparative 
studies across different school types. 

Reference: Lassig, C. (n.d.). 

16. James J. Gallagher & Thora Crowder (USA) - "The Adjustment of Gifted 
Children in the Regular Classroom" 

This article investigates how gifted children adapt to regular classrooms. Findings 
indicate that many gifted students struggle with boredom and disengagement, which can 
affect their overall academic performance. The authors suggest that tailored educational 
plans and increased teacher support are crucial for improving the adjustment of gifted 
learners. A limitation noted is the study's lack of differentiation between different types of 
giftedness. 

Reference: Gallagher, J. J., & Crowder, T. (n.d.). 

17. Fatma Altun & Hikmet Yazici (Turkey) - "Gifted and Ungifted Students' 
Perfectionism, Stress, and Motivation" 

This study compares the levels of perfectionism, stress, and motivation between gifted 
and non-gifted students. The results reveal that gifted students often experience higher 
levels of perfectionism and related stress, which can hinder their academic progress. 
The authors call for more comprehensive mental health support within schools. The 
study lacks longitudinal data to explore how these traits evolve over time. 
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Reference: Altun, F., & Yazici, H. (n.d.). 

18. TALENT Project (Europe) - "Improving Education for Gifted Students Through 
Social Inclusion" 

The TALENT project, part of the Erasmus+ initiative, aims to improve educational 
experiences for gifted students by emphasizing social inclusion. The project provides 
tools and training for teachers to better understand the social needs of gifted learners. 
Key takeaways include the importance of social inclusion strategies and the need for 
teacher awareness. The project does not provide specific metrics to evaluate the 
success of these interventions. 

Reference: TALENT Project. (n.d.). [Link: https://erasmustalentproject.eu/]. 

19. Dealing with Gifted Education Project (Europe) - "Developing Training Modules 
for Educators" 

This Erasmus+ project focuses on improving the skills of educators in dealing with gifted 
students. The project develops training modules aimed at better understanding students' 
characteristics, developing appropriate teaching methods, and enhancing school 
inclusivity. A gap identified in the project is the absence of feedback from teachers who 
have undergone the training, which limits the evaluation of its practical impact. 

Reference: Dealing with Gifted Education Project. (n.d.). [Link: 
https://dealingwithgiftededucation.eu/]. 

20. European Best Practices for Supporting Gifted Children with Special Needs 
(Europe) - "A Comprehensive Study of Inclusive Education" 

This study presents an overview of European best practices for supporting children who 
are both gifted and have special needs. It highlights successful initiatives that promote 
equal educational opportunities for these students through inclusive education 
strategies. The key takeaway is the necessity of personalized interventions. The report 
would benefit from more concrete data on the impacts achieved through these best 
practices. 

Reference: Scoala Gimnaziala Speciala pentru Deficienti de Vedere (n.d.). 

21. Stichting Samenwerkingsverband Passend Onderwijs (Netherlands) - 
"Programme for Identifying and Supporting Underachieving Gifted Students" 

This study focuses on identifying and supporting gifted students who are underachieving. 
The research indicates that targeted interventions can effectively improve academic 
outcomes for these students. The study lacks specific data on long-term impacts and 
recommends additional research into continuous support strategies. 

Reference: Stichting Samenwerkingsverband Passend Onderwijs (n.d.). 

22. Gazi University (Turkey) - "Strategies for Teaching Talented and Gifted Pupils" 

This article discusses various teaching strategies tailored for talented and gifted 
students. It emphasizes the importance of adapting educational content and delivery 
methods to suit the individual learning styles of gifted pupils. However, there is limited 
information about the sustainability of these strategies and their long-term effectiveness. 

Reference: Gazi University (n.d.). 



Your Breakthrough: Smart solutions for Smart minds  2023-1-ES01-KA220-SCH-000153753 

23. Dublin City University (Ireland) - "Development of an Online Programme for 
Teacher Training" 

This project aims to develop an online training program for teachers working with gifted 
students. The study found that the use of digital tools and remote learning can greatly 
enhance teacher competencies. No significant gaps were identified, and the project was 
considered well-executed. 

Reference: Dublin City University (n.d.). 

24. Kuressaare Gümnaasium & Zespol Szkol Ogolnoksztalcacych (Europe) - 
"Gifted and Talented Educational Support" 

The GATES project aims to support the development of educational programs for gifted 
and talented students in various European countries. It focuses on overcoming barriers 
such as differing national education standards and training discrepancies. The project 
identifies a need for long-term follow-up to assess the sustained impact of its initiatives. 

Reference: Kuressaare Gümnaasium & Zespol Szkol Ogolnoksztalcacych (n.d.). 

25. Stichting Voortgezet Onderwijs Haaglanden (Netherlands) - "Creating Equal 
Opportunities at School: Empowering Underprivileged Gifted Students" 

This project focuses on empowering underprivileged gifted students, particularly those 
from economically disadvantaged backgrounds. The study indicates that targeted 
interventions can help bridge educational disparities, though the pandemic posed 
significant challenges to implementation. Future studies should explore the impact of 
these interventions in the long term. 

Reference: Stichting Voortgezet Onderwijs Haaglanden (n.d.). 

26. Colegiul National Carol I Craiova (Romania) - "GIFT - The Magic of Knowledge" 

The GIFT project aims to enhance the educational experiences of gifted students through 
innovative teaching practices and digital learning. It emphasizes cross-country 
collaboration in developing specialized curricula. However, no data on impact 
assessment is provided, limiting the ability to evaluate the project's effectiveness. 

Reference: Colegiul National Carol I Craiova (n.d.). 

27. Volkshochschule Schrobenhausen & UNIWERSYTET JAGIELLONSKI (Europe) 
- "Innovative Enrichment for Math-Gifted Students" 

This study focuses on innovative approaches to enrich the education of mathematically 
gifted students. The key outcomes include improved student engagement and enhanced 
problem-solving skills. The lack of data on the specific impacts of these strategies limits 
the ability to generalize findings. 

Reference: Volkshochschule Schrobenhausen & UNIWERSYTET JAGIELLONSKI 
(n.d.). 

28. Coventry University (UK) - "A European Framework of Competencies in 
Teaching Gifted Students" 

This comprehensive project aimed to establish a European framework of competencies 
for teaching gifted students. It concluded that there is a need for unified standards across 
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Europe to ensure quality education for gifted learners. The project is well-documented, 
and no major gaps were identified. 

Reference: Coventry University (n.d.). 

29. DIEFTHINSI DEFTEROVATHMIAS EKPAIDEYSIS (Greece) - "Out of School 
Learning Areas for Gifted Students" 

This project focuses on providing gifted students with opportunities for learning outside 
the conventional school environment. The findings indicate that extracurricular learning 
is crucial for developing gifted students' skills in non-academic areas. However, no 
information was provided on the long-term impact of these initiatives. 

Reference: DIEFTHINSI DEFTEROVATHMIAS EKPAIDEYSIS (n.d.). 

30. Spojena Skola & Sahinbey Belediyesi Bilim (Turkey) - "Be GIFTED: Social and 
Emotional Development for Gifted Students" 

The Be GIFTED project focuses on promoting the social and emotional development of 
gifted students, recognizing that their needs often extend beyond academic support. The 
key takeaway is the importance of holistic educational approaches that incorporate 
emotional well-being. However, the study lacks insights into specific impacts achieved 
from the interventions. 

Reference: Spojena Skola & Sahinbey Belediyesi Bilim (n.d.). 

31. Gaziantep University (Turkey) - "Empowering Social Skills of Gifted Students 
by Integrating Inclusive Education" 

This study investigates how inclusive education can help empower the social skills of 
gifted students. Findings suggest that integrating social skills training into the curriculum 
can lead to positive outcomes for gifted learners. A gap identified is the need for clearer 
definitions of the target audience to ensure precise intervention strategies. 

Reference: Gaziantep University (n.d.). 

32. Volkshochschule Schrobenhausen (Europe) - "INNOMATH: Innovative Teacher 
Training" 

The INNOMATH project partners with various educational institutions to offer innovative 
teacher training programs for educators of gifted students. This project leverages digital 
resources and collaborative learning models to support teachers in their professional 
development. The key takeaway is that fostering innovation in teaching can have a 
profound impact on students' learning experiences, especially for the gifted. However, 
the evaluation of its effectiveness is pending comprehensive user feedback. 

Reference: INNOMATH Project. (n.d.). https://innomath.eu/ 

33. Vytauto Didziojo Universitetas & VsI "eMundus" (Lithuania) - "Teachers 
Training Programme to Support Gifted Students" 

This project focuses on developing a teacher training program that provides practical 
tools and methods for supporting gifted students in the classroom. The findings 
emphasize the need for practical training that can be directly applied in classrooms. 
There were no significant gaps identified, indicating a well-rounded project. 

Reference: Vytauto Didziojo Universitetas & VsI "eMundus"  

https://innomath.eu/
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Recommendations for the YBT project 
1. Develop Comprehensive Teacher Training Programs 

The articles and projects repeatedly highlight the importance of comprehensive teacher 
training to better identify and support gifted students. Many teachers lack sufficient 
understanding or preparedness to support gifted learners. To address this, the YBT 
project should focus on: 

- Incorporating Training on Dynamic Assessment: Dynamic testing methods, 
as noted in the reviewed articles, can provide more accurate assessments of 
student potential. This should be incorporated into training to help teachers adopt 
adaptive and growth-oriented identification strategies. 

- Objectified screeners: In order to avoid prejudice, teachers should use 
screeners that are free of cultural and language barriers.  

- Addressing Variability in Teacher Knowledge: Teachers need targeted and 
practical training on giftedness, focusing on identification tools, understanding 
twice-exceptionality, and emotional and social support. Workshops, webinars, 
and real-life case studies could be useful methods for delivering this training 
effectively. 
 

2. Implement a Holistic Identification Approach 

Several studies pointed out the lack of congruence in the identification of gifted students 
across different methods. The YBT project should work towards developing a holistic 
identification protocol that includes: 

- Teacher Observations, Academic Performance, and Psychometric Testing: 
Combining these elements will help create a well-rounded approach to identifying 
gifted students. 

- Assessment of Emotional and Social Well-being: Including socio-emotional 
evaluations as part of the identification process will help avoid the pitfalls of 
focusing solely on academic abilities. Special consideration should be given to 
twice-exceptional students who may need more nuanced evaluation tools. 
 

3. Emphasize Social and Emotional Support for Gifted Students 

Research indicates that gifted students often experience socio-emotional challenges, 
such as anxiety, isolation, and perfectionism. The YBT project should ensure: 

- Access to School Psychologists and Counselors: Gifted students need 
specialized counseling support to help manage emotional stressors. Training for 
school psychologists should also include strategies for dealing with twice-
exceptionality. 

- Integrate Programs for Social Skills Development: Projects such as "Be 
GIFTED" emphasize the value of social and emotional learning (SEL) in gifted 
education. Implementing SEL-focused interventions can aid gifted learners in 
their personal growth. 
 

4. Address Uneven Access and Inclusivity Issues 

The articles reveal significant variability in the availability of gifted education resources 
across different regions and demographics. To overcome these challenges: 
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- Promote Collaboration and Sharing of Best Practices: The YBT project 
should serve as a platform for educators from diverse regions to share successful 
practices and resources that have worked in their contexts. 

- Tailored Enrichment Programs for Disadvantaged Students: Projects such 
as "Creating Equal Opportunities" focused on empowering gifted learners from 
underprivileged backgrounds. Designing specific programs to support gifted 
students from economically disadvantaged backgrounds can address existing 
educational inequalities. 
 

5. Integrate Technology and Innovation into Learning Programs 

Many reviewed projects, such as INNOMATH and EGIFT, highlighted the role of digital 
tools in training teachers and supporting gifted education. The YBT project should: 

- Adopt Blended Learning Models: Integrating online learning tools, digital 
assessment platforms, and enrichment activities like MOOCs will help cater to 
the diverse needs of gifted students. Teachers should also be trained on how to 
effectively use these resources. 

- Ensure User Feedback: User feedback is essential for refining training materials 
to better meet teachers' needs. Collecting ongoing feedback from both teachers 
and students will help refine and adapt these resources to make them more 
effective. 
 

6. Establish a Uniform Evaluation System for Gifted Education Programs 

A common theme in the studies was the absence of a uniform framework for evaluating 
the success of gifted education programs. The YBT project could focus on: 

- Developing Evaluation Metrics: Establish criteria for assessing the quality and 
impact of gifted education programs, including both academic and socio-
emotional indicators. 

- Ongoing Program Adjustments: Based on evaluations, continuously refine and 
adapt educational interventions to ensure their effectiveness. 
 

7. Address Gaps in Current Research and Practice 

Many articles highlighted existing gaps in research and practice, including a lack of 
longitudinal studies and comprehensive analysis of intervention impacts. The YBT 
project should: 

- Promote and Collaborate on Longitudinal Research: To better understand the 
long-term effects of gifted education interventions, it is essential to promote 
research that follows gifted students over time. 

- Fill Knowledge Gaps in Twice-Exceptionality: There is a need for more 
empirical studies on twice-exceptional students. YBT should partner with 
institutions that can conduct such research, ensuring that findings can be 
translated into practical educational programs. 
 

8. Foster a Growth Mindset in Educators and Students 

Several studies identified that implicit beliefs held by educators about giftedness can 
influence their effectiveness. It is important to foster a growth mindset: 
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- Provide Training on Growth Mindset: Teachers should be educated about the 
importance of a growth mindset and how this perspective can be instrumental in 
the development of gifted students. 

- Encourage Resilience in Gifted Students: Programs should help gifted 
students understand that intelligence can be developed and that challenges are 
opportunities for growth, which is crucial in addressing issues like perfectionism 
and fear of failure. 

 

Conclusion 

The insights from these articles and projects highlight the complexities and challenges 
associated with gifted education. The YBT project has the opportunity to make significant 
strides by focusing on teacher training, holistic identification, and emotional support while 
incorporating best practices and digital tools. By addressing existing gaps and fostering 
a growth mindset, the YBT project can enhance the quality of gifted education and make 
it more equitable and effective across diverse settings. Moving forward, a collaborative 
approach between educators, policymakers, and researchers is key to creating a 
supportive environment where gifted learners can fully realize their potential. The YBT 
project should initiate partnerships with relevant stakeholders to begin implementing 
these strategies, ensuring a comprehensive, well-rounded approach to gifted education. 
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